The total number of burn injuries in a Scandinavian population--a prospective analysis.
During the period 1 September 1982 to 31 August 1983 the total number of burn injuries in the municipality of Copenhagen was recorded prospectively. The social changes and the constitution of the population are illustrated. The total number of burn injuries showed a decrease of 33 per cent compared to the investigation in 1974/75. Scalds are still the most frequent cause of burn accidents, small children are especially vulnerable. Seventy-two per cent of all accidents occurred at home. Only a few patients required 'antishock' therapy. No patients with work-related burn injuries died. Preventive measures have eliminated or reduced the number of some types of thermal injury.